
ST. PAUL, Minn. (FOX 9) - Almost 700 Minnesota National Guard soldiers will 
deploy to the Middle East after a departure ceremony September 20th, 2019.  

According to the National Guard, at least part of the 
St. Paul-based 34th Expeditionary Combat Aviation 

Brigade will deploy to the Middle East to help fight ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

The brigade will provide Army helicopter, Unmanned Aerial System and fixed-wing support 
to United States Armed Forces and Coalition Forces. The National Guard says they will fly 
UH-60 Black Hawk, CH-47 Chinook and AH-64 Apache helicopters as well as Grey Eagle 
unmanned aircraft and the fixed-wing C-12 Huron.

"Our soldiers are ready to deploy, well-trained, fully-equipped and highly-motivated," said 
Col. Gregory Fix, the brigade commander. "Several of our soldiers re-enlisted or extended 
to go on this deployment."

"We will provide support to Operation Spartan Shield and Operation Inherent Resolve, 
using aviation assets to provide reconnaissance, transportation, and medical evacuation 
and partner with other coalition military units," said 34th ECAB Commander Gregory Fix. 

The Minnesotans will join units from seven other states as well as Coalition forces from 
Spain and Italy.

The Minnesota National Guard has deployed 18 aviation units in the past 18 years.
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700 Minnesota National Guard
Troops Heading To Iraq, Kuwait

Quarterly Veteran Spotlight - Brian Heaphy
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Brian Heaphy is a former U.S. Navy SEAL Officer, Federal Officer, and Wilderness Guide who now 
makes his home in Alaska's remote upper Yukon River Valley. While practicing a subsistence lifestyle, 
he photographs Creation and writes about "Living On Purpose At The Speed Of Life." ® 

Brian formats his Award-winning Wilderness Landscape Images as Premium Quality Note Cards, 
Christian Cards, Calendars, Monthly Planners, and Museum-quality Prints (Luster Paper, Fine-art 
Canvas, Gloss Metal, Polished Acrylic, Laminated).  Custom Annotated & Signed Prints are also 
available. 

Phone: 907-547-3050

Email: brian.heaphy@gmail.com

Facebook: “Brian Heaphy” / “Brian Heaphy Photography”                                                                                              

YouTube: brianheaphy.com

Website: www.brianheaphy.com

Supply Chain/Logistics

Finance/Accounting

Human Resources

Engineers

Program Management

Welders

Material Handling

Mechanics

Maintenance

Machinists

Medical Specialties

Military/Veterans 
Have The Skills You 
Want To Hire



Quarterly Newsletter | For more information and to view past issues, visit www.LockLeed.com/Newsletter

O*Net Online Can Help You Decipher
Can search by Military Occupational Code (MOS) (i.e., 90A)

Can also search by military job title (i.e., “Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Operator”)

Can crosswalk military occupation to civilian equivalent

www.onetonline.org

Use Military Recruiting Sites To Learn About MOS Code
www.goarmy.com

www.navy.com

www.airforce.com

www.marines.com

www.gocoastguard.com

How do you build out your organization’s Military 
Recruiting Strategy?

Now that you know there are tools to help you translate Military Skills, 

where can you find Military Grade Talent for your organization?
Next quarter we will discuss almost a dozen approaches that you can use to find 

Military Talent - Many are Free or Low-Cost

To learn more about the Work Opportunity Tax Credit, reach out to the team at 
LockLeed International.

There are tools to help you translate the Military Jargon
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A bipartisan group of senators has introduced legislation to make permanent the Work Opportunity 
Tax Credit, a tax break that encourages companies to hire veterans, people with disabilities and 
other groups who face barriers to employment, before it expires at the end of 2019.

The WOTC offers an employer tax credit of between $1,200 and $9,600 per employee for hiring and 
retaining employees who are members of populations that traditionally have a hard time finding 
work, or are often out of the labor force altogether. The credit amount is based on the wages paid to 
employees within the targeted groups.
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